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The	word	processor	versions	of	the	workbooks	and	checklists	have	been	prepared	using	the	Microsoft	Office	365	Suite	(Word	2013)	and	are	in	the	DOCX	file	format,	which	was	introduced	in	2007.		Consequently,	in	many	cases	they	are	NOT	compatible	with	earlier	versions	on	Microsoft	Office	or	other	word	processors	which	do	not	support	that	file
format.	However,	users	of	Microsoft	Office	XP,	2000	and	2003	can	download	a	Compatibility	Pack,	by	clicking	here:	.	By	installing	the	Compatibility	Pack	you	will	be	able	to	use	Microsoft	Office	XP,	2000,	or	2003	to	open,	edit,	and	save	files	using	the	file	formats	in	newer	versions	of	Word	(DOCX),	Excel	(XLSX),	and	PowerPoint	(PPTX)	.	The	PDF
versions	of	the	workbooks	and	checklists	have	been	designed	with	form	fields.		Scouts	may	download	these	files	and	then	type	their	notes	into	the	form	fields,	and	save	their	work	locally.		They	have	been	tested	successfully	with	the	Adobe	Acrobat	Reader,	the	Foxit	PDF	Reader,	and	the	Nuance	PDF	Reader.		Each	of	those	programs	are	available	as
free	downloads.	Please	submit	errors,	omissions,	comments	or	suggestions	about	the	format	of	any	of	the	WORKBOOKS	to:	Workbooks@USScouts.Org	Comments	or	suggestions	for	changes	to	the	wording	of	the	requirements	should	be	sent	to	the	BSA	advancement	team	at:	Advancement.Team@Scouting.Org	If	you	find	copies	of	any	of	the	workbooks
we	have	prepared	on	any	site	other	than	sites	maintained	by	the	USSSP,	they	have	been	placed	there	without	our	permission,	and	we	would	be	grateful	to	be	notified	of	those	cases..		Please	write	us	at	Workbooks@USScouts.Org	with	the	website	address.	The	workbooks	are	all	©	Copyright	-	U.S.	Scouting	Service	Project,	Inc.	-	All	Rights	Reserved.
The	requirements	are	all	©	Copyright	-	Boy	Scouts	of	America	–	and	are	used	with	permission.	Page	updated	on:	April	16,	2021	Scout	Rank	is	the	first	rank	earned	by	a	young	man	or	woman	upon	joining	a	Scouts	BSA	troop.	The	Scout	rank	requirements	help	a	new	Scout	learn	the	basics	of	Scouting	and	get	them	off	on	a	good	start	on	the	path	to
Eagle	Scout.	Sponsored	If	you	are	a	parent	and	are	new	to	Scouts	BSA,	you	will	find	it	helpful	to	familiarize	yourself	with	the	program	so	you	can	support	your	son	or	daughter.	It	is	important	to	understand	the	role	of	the	parent	in	this	program.	It	is	very	different	than	the	role	of	the	parent	in	Cub	Scouts.	Find	specific	helps	for	some	of	the	Scout	rank
requirements	listed	below.	Some	of	these	resources	will	just	give	the	answers.	Others	will	provide	engaging	ways	for	older	Scouts	to	introduce	these	concepts	to	new	Scouts.	Scout	Rank	Requirement	1:	Scouting	Knowledge	The	First	Class	Scout	Badge	The	three	points	at	the	top	of	the	Fleur	de	Lis	is	like	the	north	on	an	old	compass.	These	stand	for
the	three	points	of	the	Scout	Oath.	(Duty	to	God,	Duty	to	Others,	Duty	to	Self).	Like	a	compass	showing	the	way	to	a	mariner	at	sea,	these	point	the	Scout	in	the	right	direction	in	life.The	stars	remind	us	of	the	outdoor	aspects	of	the	program.	There	are	two	stars,	representing	to	ideals:	truth	and	knowledge.The	eagle	represents	the	United	States	and
stands	for	freedom,	which	we	should	be	ready	to	defend.The	scroll	has	the	Scout	motto:	“Be	prepared.”	The	ends	of	the	scroll	are	turned	up	like	a	smile	which	a	Scout	should	have	when	doing	cheerful	service.The	knot	at	the	bottom	is	a	reminder	of	the	Scout	Slogan:”Do	a	Good	Turn	Daily”.	Video	Resources	The	Scout	Oath,	Law,	Motto,	and	Slogan
Scout	sign,	salute,	and	handshake	Scout	Rank	Requirement	2:	Advancement	Video	Resources	Scout	Rank	Requirement	3:	The	Patrol	Method	Requirement	3	Helps	and	Answers	The	Patrol	MethodRead	MoreVideo	Resource	The	Patrol	Method	Lord	Baden-Powell,	the	founder	of	the	Scouting	movement,	believed	strongly	in	the	patrol	method.	That	is
why	this	is	covered	as	part	of	the	Scout	rank	requirements.	Learn	about	the	the	Patrol	Method	A	patrol	is	a	small	group	of	Scouts	BSA	within	a	troop.	They	elect	a	patrol	leader	and	function	almost	like	a	family	within	the	troop.	They	divide	up	the	chores	to	be	done	and	work	together	as	a	group	to	meet	their	goals.	They	develop	a	patrol	spirit	and	take
pride	in	their	accomplishments	as	a	team.	A	patrol	has	a	Patrol	Leader	and	sometimes	an	Assistant	Patrol	Leader.	These	leaders	provide	direction	to	the	patrol.	All	patrol	members	are	expected	to	contribute	though.	For	example,	if	the	patrol	is	going	camping	a	couple	members	might	organized	the	gear,	another	might	purchase	the	food,	and	so	on.
Usually	assignments	are	made	via	a	duty	roster	so	that	the	jobs	are	fairly	distributed.	A	very	small	troop	might	only	have	a	single	patrol.	A	large	troop	will	have	many	patrols.	Working	within	a	group	of	this	size	ensures	that	everyone	gets	to	participate	and	learn	leadership	skills.	Sponsored	Video	Resource	Scout	Rank	Requirement	4:	Knots	Video
Resources	Whipping	and	fusing	the	ends	of	a	rope	Scout	Rank	Requirement	5:	Pocketknives	Video	Resources	Scout	Rank	Requirement	6:	Personal	Safety	Scout	Rank	Requirement	7:	Scoutmaster	Conference	Requirement	7	Helps	and	Answers	What	Is	a	Scoutmaster	Conference?	New	Scouts	might	be	a	little	intimidated	by	the	Scoutmaster
Conference,	but	they	should	not	be.	It	helps	to	understand	what	it	is	and	just	think	about	it	as	a	conversation.	Read	about	it.	More	Resources	for	Scout	Rank	Requirements	These	bingo	cards	for	Scouts	BSA	help	familiarize	Scouts	with	the	Scout	Law,	Eagle	required	merit	badges,	some	of	the	fun	adventures	they	can	look	forward	to,	ranks,	and	more.
Use	them	to	help	new	Scouts	familiarize	themselves	with	the	concepts	for	the	Scout	rank	requirements.	If	you	know	somebody	who	is	new	to	the	Scouts	BSA	program,	then	this	would	be	a	great	resource	to	give	them	an	overview	of	the	program.	Note	that	this	book	only	covers	the	Scouts	BSA	program,	not	Cub	Scouts	or	Venturing.	Also	the	name
reflects	that	it	was	written	before	the	Boy	Scout	program	name	changed,	but	the	information	all	still	applies.	Merit	badges	give	scouts	the	opportunity	to	investigate	around	130	different	areas	of	knowledge	and	skills.	The	merit	badge	program	plays	a	major	role	in	the	scouting	advancement	program	and	participation	can	begin	as	soon	as	a	scout
registers	with	a	troop.	Each	scout	can	explore	topics	from	American	Business	to	Woodworking	as	they	have	interest.	The	only	limitations	are	their	ambition	and	availability	of	adult	merit	badge	counselors	to	offer	instruction.	Read	More	about	the	Scouts	BSA	merit	badge	process.	Merit	Badge	Pamphlets:	An	official	Boy	Scouts	of	America	merit	badge
pamphlet	has	been	created	for	the	BSA	by	topic	authorities	for	each	merit	badge.	The	pamphlets	contain	requirements,	introductory	information	and	supplemental	reference	text.	A	scout	can	purchase	pamphlets	from	BSA,	find	them	in	a	troop	library,	or	often-times	check	them	out	from	a	public	library.	There	is	also	a	Requirements	Booklet	with	a
merit	badge	list	for	quick	reference.	Merit	Badge	Counselors:	Merit	badge	counselors	are	volunteers	that	have	been	selected,	trained,	and	approved	by	council	or	district	committees.	They	are	knowledgeable	in	the	topic	and	understand	the	goals	of	scouting	and	the	merit	badge	program.	Many	districts	have	a	directory	of	counselors.	See	this	page	for
more	info	on	becoming	a	merit	badge	counselor.	Merit	Badge	Process:	A	scout	decides	they	would	like	to	earn	a	specific	merit	badge.	They	obtain	approval	to	begin	the	merit	badge	from	their	Scoutmaster.	The	Scoutmaster	identifies	possible	merit	badge	counselors.	The	scout	identifies	another	scout,	buddy,	or	family	member	that	will	be	their	partner
to	attend	all	meetings	with	the	counselor	to	follow	safe	scouting	guidelines.	The	scout	then	contacts	the	counselor	to	begin	badge	work.	The	counselor	reviews	the	requirements	with	the	scouts	and	they	decide	on	projects	to	complete	and	a	completion	schedule.	The	counselor	provides	expertise,	advice,	guidance	as	needed	until	the	scouts	have
completed	the	requirements.	The	merit	badge	counselor	certifies	completion	of	requirements	and	the	merit	badge	patch	is	presented	at	a	court	of	honor	or	troop	meeting.	See	this	page	for	more	info	on	merit	badges.	Required	Merit	Badges:	A	scout	can	begin	taking	merit	badges	as	soon	as	they	join	a	troop,	but	no	merit	badges	are	required	for
advancement	until	First	Class	rank	is	achieved.	Advancement	to	Star,	Life,	and	Eagle	all	require	completion	of	merit	badges,	service,	and	demonstration	of	responsibility.	To	reach	Eagle	rank,	a	scout	must	complete	a	total	of	at	least	21	Boy	Scout	merit	badges,	13	of	which	come	from	the	Eagle-required	merit	badge	list.	Request	New	Merit	Badge
Topics	If	you	feel	another	topic	or	activity	should	be	added,	you	need	to	tell	the	Boy	Scouts	of	America	directly.	For	new	merit	badge	ideas,	send	your	request	to:	merit.badge@scouting.org	See	section	7.0.4.0	of	this	page	for	more	info.	Comments:	Jun	02,	2014	-	BrendanI	just	registered	as	a	merit	badge	counselor	for	the	first	time	and	am	wondering	if
any	more	experienced	have	suggestions?		I	know	I	have	the	technical	knowledge	of	the	badges,	and	I've	done	some	work	with	Cubs,	but	not	yet	with	the	older	boys.		I	know	they	need	blue	cards	and	assume	they're	supposed	to	get	those	from	a	Scout	Master	before	meeting	with	me	and	I	know	I'll	turn	them	away	(until	later)	if	they	show	up	without	a
buddy.		Beyond	that,	what	do	I	need	to	know?		Thanks!Jun	02,	2014	-	Scouter	PaulJun	01,	2020	-	Jim	JohnsonWriting	is	an	essential	life	skill	in	the	real	world;	indeed	it	seems	essential	for	some	merit	badges.		Perhaps	a	merit	badge	is	called	for.		My	son,	who	earned	his	Eagle	in	1996(?),	had	written	a	story	for	his	Jr.	year	English	Class	about	his	First
Airplane	Solo	and	also	Sent	it	to	the	Experimental	Aircraft	Association	who	published	it	in	their	EAA	Magazine	for	Kids.		That	same	year	he	attained	Eagle,	attained	his	Black	Belt	and	soloed	in	a	C-172.		His	uncle	has	published	5	Novels.Thanks		Jim	Johnson	(Retired	Civil	Air	Patrol	Pilot)Aug	28,	2020	-	Kathy	EmoryDo	you	have	the	pamphlet	for	the
Diversity	MB?Aug	28,	2020	-	Scouter	Paul@Kathy	-	The	"Diversity	&	Inclusion	merit	badge"	(or	whatever	it	will	be	named)	was	only	announced	as	an	idea	on	June	15	by	the	BSA.		It	takes	quite	awhile	for	a	new	merit	badge	to	be	defined,	so	I	wouldn't	expect	it	to	be	available	in	2020.Dec	10,	2021	-	Dr.	John	BuckleyWhere	can	I	get	a	copy	of	the
Geology	Merit	Badge	book?Dec	10,	2021	-	Scouter	Paul	Contest			-			Ask	a	Question			-			Add	ContentJust	for	Fun:	Socializing	merit	badgeThis	site	is	not	officially	associated	with	the	Boy	Scouts	of	America			
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